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	Program Information
	[LESSON TITLE]
Common Writing Mistakes – Fragments & Run-ons 

	TEACHER NAME

Hayley Williams
	PROGRAM NAME

Parma City School District

	
	[Unit Title]

	NRS EFL(s)
2 – 4 

	TIME FRAME
120 minutes

	Instruction 
	ABE/ASE Standards – English Language Arts and Literacy
       

	
	Reading (R)
	Writing (W)
	Speaking & Listening (S)
	Language (L)

	
	Foundational Skills
	R.2.1, R.2.2

	Text Types and Purposes
	
	Comprehension and Collaboration
	S.2.1, S.3.1
	Conventions of Standard English
	L.2.1, L.2.2, L.3.1, L.3.2

	
	Key Ideas and Details
	
	Production and Distribution of Writing
	
	Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
	
	Knowledge of Language
	

	
	Craft and Structure
	
	Research to Build and Present Knowledge
	
	
	Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
	

	
	Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
	
	
	
	Benchmarks identified in RED are priority benchmarks. To view a complete list of priority benchmarks and related Ohio Aspire lesson plans, please see the Curriculum Alignments located on the Teacher Resource Center.

	
	LEARNER OUTCOME(S)

· Learners will identify fragments and run-on sentences in paragraphs.
· Learners will break apart run-on sentences to form complete sentences.
· Learners will combine fragments using linking words and punctuation to form complete sentences.

	ASSESSMENT TOOLS/METHOD
· Learners will demonstrate knowledge of fragments and run-ons by naming these in a text and then correcting these errors by constructing new sentences. 



	
	LEARNER PRIOR KNOWLEDGE

· Learners are familiar with the components of a complete sentence



	
	INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITIES 

1. Handout copies Fragments and Run-ons and display it on the projector. Read it out-loud to students and ask them what sounds/ looks wrong? 
a. Hopefully they mention it sounding choppy or ideas blending together. 
b. This paragraph is full of fragments and run-ons, which are mistakes we want to avoid in our writing. 
2. Ask students to use one color of pen or pencil to circle the fragments and run-ons in the sentence identifying them with F (fragment) or RO (Run-on). This will be a pre-assessment for students, so allow only 10 minutes to complete. 
3. We are going to view a brief power point Maintaining Proper Sentence Length. Please take notes on the Sentence Length Guided Notes that I am passing our now. 

· Talk through the slides presenting fragments and run-ons as the problems and ask students what the solutions are.

4. Display Paragraph 1 for students to view and ask them to identify where sentences should end. Add punctuation as a class and capitalize where needed. 

5. Students will now practice in small groups by taking Paragraph 2 and cutting it into pieces, adding punctuation/ capitalization, and then placing it together correctly. The instructor should circulate the room while students work to evaluate paragraph corrections. Encourage students to refer to their notes while working.
6. Have students practice independently by completing a Writing Sentences – Fragments & Run-ons worksheet (middle or high school level).
7. As post assessment, students will return to the introduction paragraph Fragments and Run-ons, identifying fragments and run-ons with a different color pen/pencil and then correcting the paragraph on the lines below. This will be turned into the instructor for assessment.

	RESOURCES

Computer with Internet access
Projector, ability to project

Student copies of Fragments and Run-ons 

Tutoring and Learning Centre, George Brown College. (2014). Fragments and Run-ons - Practice [PDF file]. Retrieved from http://www.georgebrown.ca/uploadedFiles/TLC/_documents/Run-ons%20and%20Fragments%20-%20Practice.pdf
Colored pens/pencils for student use
Time 4 Writing. (2012). Fragments & Run-on Sentences. Retrieved from http://www.time4writing.com/sentence-writing/fragments-run-ons/
Student copies of Sentence Length Guided Notes (attached)

Paragraph 1 (attached)

Student copies of Paragraph 2 (attached)

Scissors for student use
Glue or tape for student use

Student copies of Writing Sentences – Fragments & Run-ons

Time 4 Writing. (2011). Writing Sentences - Fragments & Run-ons [PDF file]. Retrieved from http://www.time4writing.com/downloads/PDFs/Printable-WritingSentences-FragmentsRunons-MS.pdf


	
	DIFFERENTIATION

· Guided notes
· Visual presentation

· Hands-on activity

· Whole group, small group, independent work

	Reflection
	TEACHER REFLECTION/LESSON EVALUATION


	
	ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

· Extension Activity Suggestion: Students apply this lesson to identify fragments/ run-ons during peer editing. This could be an extended response writing in the content areas of social studies or science.

· Additional resource: The Writing Center at UNC-Chapel Hill



Sentence Length Guided Notes

Sentence Problems:

Run-on sentences are __________    __________.

Fragments are the opposite and are _______  ___________.

Sentence Solutions:

Run-ons should be _________   ___________.

Fragments should be ______________ or ______________.

Run-on Sentences 

Occur when – 

Example- 

Three Ways to fix run-ons:

1.

2.

3. 

Fragments

A sentence fragment is- 

Example- 

Three ways to repair a fragment:

1.

2.

3.

Steps to avoiding sentence fragments:

1. Does every sentence have a subject and a verb? ( “ing” verb is not complete verb)

2. Does every sentence have at least one independent clause?

Steps to avoid run-on sentences and comma splices.

1. Connect two independent clauses with a comma plus a coordinating conjunction Ex: and, but, for, or, nor, yet, so

2. Separate two independent clauses with a semicolon or period.

3. Change one of the independent clauses into a dependent clause.
Paragraph 1

There are many places to go in Ohio for a short getaway or full-blown vacation. Lake Erie islands are a blast swimming, biking, golfing, and are just a few activities that can be enjoyed. Want to leave the kids behind and enjoy a more adult trip head to Put-in-Bay for great nightlife and relaxation. However, if family fun Is what you are looking for then Ohio is home to some great attractions sure to meet everyone’s needs. Such as Great Wolf Lodge, Kalahari Resort and the nationwide known Cedar Point. In addition. Ohio has excellent parks and camp grounds to enjoy. Reconnecting with nature. So, weather you enjoy more primitive camping or deluxe cabin accommodations you can find the perfect fit in Ohio check out the Metro Parks which can’t be beat!  Ohio is a great choice for your next trip!

Paragraph 2

What is going on with the 2016 election it seems parties are more divided than ever. It is clear that many people are ready for a change in government. Which is common at the end of a two-term president. However, so far the presidential campaigning has brought about more division than unity amongst the parties and constituents. As always it is important for voters to understand party lines. What each individual candidate represents.  By taking the time to research candidates’ voters make informed decisions. Get out and show your pride to be an American by exercising your right to vote, see you at the polls on November 8th, 2016.
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